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SIR: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT - SECTION 1.97(b) 
Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. Section 1.56, and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
Sections 1.97 and 1.98, applicants' representative hereby submits US Patent & Trademark 
Office Form PTO-1449. Copies of the references cited therein are submitted for consideration 
in the examination of the above-referenced patent application. It is respectfully requested that 
they be made of record, along with whatever references the Examiner may find in the course 
of a search, should the Examiner consider them material to the subject application. 

The references were cited in the international search report. None was marked 
"X" by the Examiner as being particularly pertinent. 



trunk lid of a convertible vehicle supported on a vehicle body so as to be selectively 
pivotable about a front pivot joint and a rear pivot joint, releasable trunk lid locking means 
are provided at both ends of the trunk lid for selectively locking the front or rear end to 
the respective pivot joint and a control element is provided for operating the releasable 
locking means in such a way that, upon locking of the front pivot joint, a rear actuator 
connected between the trunk lid and the vehicle body is moved into a non-functional 



Hon. Commissioner for Patents 



September 10, 2003 



The references do not disclose that In a support arrangement for a rear 
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position in which it is disengaged from the vehicle body and, upon unlocking of the front 
pivot joint, the rear actuator is moved to a functional position, in which it is engaged with 
the vehicle body. 

This Statement is hereby submitted under Section 1.97(b) since it is being submitted 
concurrently with the filing of the above-referenced application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Klaus J. Bach, Reg. No.: 26832 
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